
Alaska’s Alternate Proficiency Level Descriptors – Grades 5 and 6 
 

 

Proficiency 
Level 

Reading Writing Math Score Ranges 

Advanced The student reads a simple sentence of 3-5 or 
more words; identifies beginning and end of 
the sequence of events in the text; identifies 
or reads words of increasing complexity (e.g., 
more letters, more syllables); answers who, 
what, where questions about a passage read 
aloud; and follows 2-step written directions. 
 

The student uses more conventions of 
writing (e.g., capitalization, end mark 
punctuation, letter/word order); and 
communicates ideas to others by 
producing a well-organized graphic 
product that uses complete sentences. 
 

The student counts to 20 or above; 
graphs simple information; performs 
simple addition (using the numbers 1-
12); creates a simple pattern; identifies 
more and less; identifies and names coins 
(penny, nickel, dime, and quarter); 
identifies value of coins; performs 
single-digit subtraction; and identifies 
where an object is located relative to 
another object (e.g., in and out, over and 
under).  

Reading 
77 or above 

Writing 
67 or above 
Mathematics 
61 or above 

Proficient The student identifies or reads simple sight 
words; reads simple sentences of 2-3 words; 
identifies the main idea and/or main character 
from a passage read aloud; and follows 1-step 
written directions. 
 

The student communicates ideas to 
others by producing a story/event 
through the use of pictures and/or 
symbols; uses some basic conventions 
of writing (e.g., consistent use of 
capitalization and end mark 
punctuation, spacing/alignment, left to 
right); uses beginning (early phonetic) 
spelling as evidenced by the use of 
mostly consonants with a few vowels; 
and writes/reproduces own name, first 
and last. 
 

The student rote counts single-digit 
numbers to 12; reads and 
writes/reproduces single-digit numbers; 
identifies first, second, and last; 
identifies the basic geometric shapes of 
triangle, circle, square, and rectangle; 
matches items with similar attributes 
(match the triangles); counts objects to 
five; identifies bigger/smaller, 
shorter/taller, and more; reads simple 
graphs or charts; reproduces simple 
patterns; identifies coins (penny, nickel, 
dime, and quarter); performs simple 
addition with the numbers 1-5; and 
identifies where an object is located 
relative to another object (in and out).  

Reading 
46-76 

Writing 
33-66 

Mathematics 
25-60 

Below 
Proficient 

The student displays an understanding of print 
directionality; identifies signs and symbols; 
identifies letters; identifies a detail using 
pictures, symbols, or words from a story read 
aloud; and identifies own name in print. 
 

The student copies/reproduces words 
using upper and lower case letters; 
writes/reproduces own first name; and 
orients graphics in legible format 
(right-side up, left to right). 

The student demonstrates the concept of 
one; rote counts to five; identifies first 
and last; identifies two geometric shapes; 
and identifies same/different. 
 

Reading 
11-45 

Writing 
10-32 

Mathematics 
8-24 

Far Below 
Proficient 

There is a significant need for additional 
instructional opportunities to achieve the 
proficient level. 

There is a significant need for 
additional instructional opportunities 
to achieve the proficient level. 

There is a significant need for additional 
instructional opportunities to achieve the 
proficient level. 

Reading 
10 or below 

Writing 
9 or below 

Mathematics 
7 or below 


